
 

“There is nothing on this earth more to be prized than true friendship.” 
St Thomas Aquinas 

Stella Radio 
The Wednesday Word on Stella FM. Thanks to Miss Hall and Mr Patterson along with our Year 5 
hosts, Martha and Matteo as they delivered a reflection on this coming weeks Gospel. Please click on 
the image to take the opportunity to join us in prayer and reflection. It's the   perfect opportunity to 
take a moment for yourself. 

Well Done Year 6! 
Well done to our amazing Year 6 class for making it through SATs week! You’ve shown incredible determination, 
focus, and resilience, and we are all so proud of the hard work and effort you’ve put in.  
No matter the results, what matters most is the positive attitude and perseverance you’ve shown throughout. 
You’ve all earned a well-deserved rest - great job! 
We celebrated together by ending the week with leavers hoodies and a pizza and doughnut party.  

https://stmaryandstthomasaquinasblaydon.bwcet.com/wednesday-radio-broadcast-13th-may-2026/


A Great Day for Peter Rabbit 
Thank you to everyone for your kind donations to St Oswald’s Hospice. We are proud to continue raising much 
needed funds for this wonderful charity, while also supporting our Peter Rabbit Drive. 
We are excited to share that Peter was collected today and will soon be featured in the upcoming Tails on the 
Tyne trail, We can’t wait to see him on display! 
Thank you again for your continued generosity and support. 
 
 

https://stoswalds.enthuse.com/pf/st-mary-and-st-thomas-aquinas-catholic-primary-sch


School Photographer 
The photographer will be coming to school on 

Wednesday 20th May to take class photographs. 

      Part-time Nursery children will be able to attend 
class for the full day. 

Parents afternoon for new starters 
Tuesday 23rd June - Reception open afternoon for parents of children attending Reception class for the   
academic year 26/27. This meeting will be in the school hall commencing at 4 p.m. This is for parents only. 

 
 

Tuesday 30th June - Nursery open afternoon for parents of children attending Nursery class. This meeting 
will be in the school hall commencing at 4 p.m. This is for parents only. 

Grassroots Information  

 

Please note that there will be NO 
grassroots afterschool club on 

Wednesday 10th June, this will 
rescheduled for Wednesday 15th 

July. 

Quest for Wellingtons! 
Has your child outgrown their favourite wellies? 

Our Busy Bees Gardening Club are looking for donations of children’s wellingtons. We can reuse these to plant 
bulbs in for around school and help with a project that the church has planned. Any donations can be dropped 

off at the school office.  

Medicines in School – Reminder for Parents 
As part of our commitment to keeping all children safe and well, we would like to remind parents of our         
procedures for administering medication in school. 
In line with our Trust policy, medicines should only be administered in school where it would be detrimental to a 
child’s health or school attendance not to do so. 
If your child has a short-term or long-term medical condition that requires medication during the school day, we 

will always work with you to ensure the appropriate support is in place. 

 

To help us support your child safely and effectively, please ensure that: 

• Medication is brought to and collected from the school office by an adult. 

• A parental consent form is completed before any medication is administered. We are unable to give               
medication without written consent.  The form can be collected from the school office 

• Medication is provided in its original container, clearly labelled with your child’s name (including the        

pharmacy label if prescribed) and with dosage instructions. 
Medication is kept up to date, and any unused or out-of-date medication is collected and taken home promptly. 

 
 

Thank you for your support in helping us to provide a safe and caring environment for all pupils. 



Attendance 
During celebration assembly on Friday, we have been celebrating whole class attendance and each week the 
class with the highest attendance will receive our Attendance Trophy, well done to class 6 who won the trophy 
this week. 

 
Week beginning: Monday 11th May 2026 

Year group Attendance percentage 

Reception 95.56 

Year 1 97.41 

Year 2 94.25 

Year 3 97.31 

Year 4 96.77 

Year 5 98.96 

Year 6 100 

Safeguarding Reminder 
Safeguarding the children in our care is one of the school’s main responsibilities, one that St Mary and St    
Thomas Aquinas take very seriously. 
As you are already aware from previous updates, our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr Craig. You can speak 
to him by phone, make an appointment via the school office, or catch him when he’s outside greeting/saying 
goodbye to children, if you ever have a concern. We also have our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead in 
school, Mrs Bennison (Assistant Headteacher/ Year 2 class teacher and senior leader), Mrs McDonald (Year 4 
teacher) and Miss Foster (School Business Manager). 
If you are unable to speak to Mr Craig, you can speak to Mrs Bennison or any other member of staff about your 
concern (s). 
The school has an updated Safeguarding policy, that can be found on the school website, or paper copies can be 
requested from the school office. 
All staff receive annual safeguarding refresher training, as well as other training throughout the year on key      
areas, including record keeping and reporting. Our school also has a termly visit from our Safeguarding          
Consultant, who completes an audit of the school’s safeguarding and identifies any future improvements or     
training needs. 
Why do parents need to know this information? 
• To reassure you that we take keeping our children safe in school very seriously at St. Mary and St. Thomas 

Aquinas. 
• It’s good to remind parents/carers of the key members of staff, in case new parents did not know who they 

were. 
• To highlight the continual work that the school puts into keeping our children safe in school. 

CAFOD Big Lent Walk 
Following our Big Lent Walk before Easter, we are delighted to share that, as a school community, we raised an 
incredible £2710.66 for CAFOD! 
This is a fantastic achievement and truly reflects the generosity, compassion, and community spirit of everyone 
involved. We are so proud of our children and grateful to all families and friends who supported us through   
sponsorship. 
Thank you to everyone who contributed – your support will make a real difference to communities overseas. 
To learn more about how your donations will help those in need, please click the link provided. 

You can also watch highlights from our Big Lent Walk in the video here:(Big Lent Walk 2026)  

Half Term / Inset Day 
School will close the week of 25th May until 29th May 

for the half term. 
 

Inset Day 
Please note that Monday 1st June will be an Inset day. 

Year 1 Class Assembly 
On Tuesday 19th May, Year 1 children will be    
presenting their class assembly for parents and   

carers. This will be in the school hall at 9.00a.m.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izcqZZjx4gY


Spotlight Celebration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

We would love to see more achievements, works of art or an event that you are proud of.  
Please send them to hgreen@smtb.bwcet.com 

Leonardo was super excited to be star of the week at gymnastics!  

Ella from Year 6 travelled to Manchester this weekend to take part in an Artistic Swimming grade 
day. After lots of practice and hard work, she successfully passed and achieved her Bronze 
Award. Congratulations, Ella — a fantastic achievement!  



 Dates for you diary 

 

Summer Term 
Tuesday 19th May   Year 1 Assembly 9 a.m. in the school hall 
Tuesday 19th May  Year 6 visiting the Metro Centre 
Wednesday 20th May  Photographer in school taking class photographs 
Thursday 21st May   School Mass 9.05 a.m. in Church 
Thursday 21st May  Year 6 visiting a Careers workshop at the Metro Centre 
Friday 22nd May  Year 2 Fun Run at Saltwell Park 
Friday 22nd May    Pentecost Parade 

Half Term Monday 25th May  to Friday 30th May 2026 

Monday 1st June   Inset Day 
Wednesday 3rd June  Year 2 visiting Beamish Museum  
Thursday 4th June   Year 6 Mass 9.05 a.m. in Church 
Saturday 6th June  Holy Communions in Church 
Thursday11th June    Year 4 Mass 9.05 a.m. in Church 
Friday 12th June    Year 3 Celebration of the Word 2.30 p.m. in the school hall 
Tuesday 16th June    Year 2 Assembly 9 a.m. in the school hall 
Tuesday 23rd June  Reception Parents afternoon  -  4 p.m. - Please note the change of date 
Friday 26th June   Year 6 visiting the YMT for the Primary Festival  
Friday 26th June   Gateshead Athletics Festival 
Tuesday 30th June  New Nursery Parents afternoon - 4 p.m. - Please note  the change of date 
Wednesday 1st-3rd July   Year 6 Residential at Robinwood Activity Centre 
Thursday 2nd July   Year 1 Mass 9.05 a.m. in Church 
Thursday 2nd July  BWCET Celebration of Sport for Year 5 
Monday 6th July   Keystage 1 Sports Day in the afternoon 
Tuesday 7th July   Keystage 2 Sports Day in the afternoon 
Wednesday 8th July  Nursery Sports Day in the morning 
Thursday 9th July    Year 2 Mass 9.05 a.m. in Church 
Friday 10th July     Year 6 and Reception Celebration of the Word 2.30 p.m. in the school hall 
Thursday 16th July    School Mass (Leavers) 9.05 a.m. in Church 
Thursday 16th July    Year 6 Leavers Production 

Summer holiday Monday 20th July until Friday 28th August 2026 
Monday 31st August - Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 1st September 2026 - Staff Inset 
Wednesday 2nd September 2026 - Staff Inset 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amended or additional dates will be in bold 

15th May 2026 @stmaryandstthomasaquinas  




