
“Faith and love are everything, and nothing is more precious than these.”                             
St Ignatius of Antioch 

Thank you to everyone who came along to support last weeks coffee morning in aid of   
Macmillan Cancer Support. Our final total is an amazing £240.43. 

Children Cancer North Awards 2025 
We are delighted to share that our school has been honoured at the 42nd Anniversary Children's Cancer Run 
Schools' Awards, receiving the Peacock Community Award for Outstanding Contribution in Hosting a Charity 
Event. This prestigious award, named after Chris Peacock and his family, who are longstanding supporters of 
Children’s Cancer North, recognises the incredible unity, joy, and generosity shown by our school community. 
This marks a wonderful moment, as we become the first school ever to receive this award. It is a testament to 
the spirit of compassion and service that defines our school, and a shining example of Catholic Life in action.  
Our Faith in Action. 
A huge thank you to Miss Steel, who has led this project with dedication and care over the last two years. She 
has ensured that our Cancer Run was not only a successful event, but a deeply meaningful experience for all   
involved. 
To every pupil, parent, family member and staff member who contributed - thank you. Your support has made 
such a real difference, and this award belongs to all of you. 
Together, we live our faith through action. 
Together, we support one another. 
Together, we celebrate this incredible achievement. 
Mr J Craig 
Headteacher 



Nasal Flu Spray - Reception to Year 6 
We still have parents who have not logged on to register their child to receive the annual flu 
spray. Even if you do not want your child to get this, could you still log on and    complete a 
non-consent form. 
This will take place on Tuesday 11th November. 
Please click on the following link https://www.northumbriaimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu  which 
will direct you to an online consent form for you to complete using the following school code 
NB149052.   

Year 4 Assembly 
Children from Year 4 will be presenting their assembly to parents on Tuesday 7th October at 9.00 a.m. in the 
school hall. All are welcome to attend. 

 
 
 

Year 3 Liturgy  

On Friday 10th October, Year 3 children will be hosting a Liturgy for their parents at 2.30 p.m. in the school 
hall followed by coffee and chat. 
It would be lovely to see you all there. 

Year 5 and Year 6 Curriculum   
Evening 

The rescheduled curriculum evening for Year 
5 and 6 will take place on Wednesday 8th 
October at 4 p.m. in your child's classroom. 

We would like to see as many there as     
possible. If you are unable to attend, we will 
be sending the power point home via email 

the following day. 

Cross Country Star 
Well done to Dixie Hood in Year 4 who 

placed for a medal at the recent school cross 
country event. 

Another win for Stella! 

Arbor  

 

We would be grateful if parents could familiarise themselves 
with Arbor. Parents must use this portal to book parents      
evenings when the dates are released, make payments for  
lunches and trips etc. 
There is also a consent section 
which must be completed.  
We need for all parents to kindly 
look at this section. You will need 
to give school consent for        
photographs, trips, going to 
church etc. 

 

Keystage 2 tickets will be on sale from Friday 10th October 
and their Spooktacular Party will be in Friday 17th October. 

Tickets will be£2 each. 

https://www.northumbriaimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu


Attendance 
During celebration assembly on Friday, we have been celebrating whole class attendance and each week the 
class with the highest attendance will receive our Attendance Trophy, well done to Year 4 who won the trophy 
this week. 

 
Week beginning: Monday 29th September 2025 

Year group Attendance percentage 

Reception 95.19 

Year 1 91.67 

Year 2 96.55 

Year 3 98.65 

Year 4 98.92 

Year 5 93.19 

Year 6 95.24 

Safeguarding Reminder 
Safeguarding the children in our care is one of the school’s main responsibilities, one that St Mary and St    
Thomas Aquinas take very seriously. 
As you are already aware from previous updates, our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr Craig. You can speak 
to him by phone, make an appointment via the school office, or catch him when he’s outside greeting/saying 
goodbye to children, if you ever have a concern. We also have our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead in 
school, Mrs Bennison (Assistant Headteacher/ Year 2 class teacher and senior leader), Mrs McDonald (Year 4 
teacher) and our business manager Miss Foster. 
If you are unable to speak to Mr Craig, you can speak to Mrs Bennison or any other member of staff about your 
concern (s). 
The school has an updated Safeguarding policy, that can be found on the school website, or paper copies can be 
requested from the school office. 
All staff receive annual safeguarding refresher training, as well as other training throughout the year on key      
areas, including record keeping and reporting. Our school also has a termly visit from our Safeguarding          
Consultant, who completes an audit of the school’s safeguarding and identifies any future improvements or     
training needs. 
Why do parents need to know this information? 
• To reassure you that we take keeping our children safe in school very seriously at St. Mary and St. Thomas 

Aquinas. 
• It’s good to remind parents/carers of the key members of staff, in case new parents did not know who they 

were. 
• To highlight the continual work that the school puts into keeping our children safe in school. 

Parking  
Can we please remind parents and carers to be         

considerate when bringing their children to school at the 
beginning and end of the school day We have had a few 

phone calls from residents about parents blocking    
driveways and causing an obstruction when parking. 

 

Home time 
If you wish for your child to go to a friends house 
for tea or if they are going to be collected by a   

different adult, the school office must be informed. 
This is to enable us to ensure all of our children are 

safe to go home with an appropriate adult. 

 
 
 



Spotlight Celebration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would love to see more achievements, works of art or 
an event that you are proud of.  

Please send them to hgreen@stmb.bwcet.com 

Aila competed in 
the North East   

vocal championship 
this weekend and 

received two      
adjudicator's 
awards, most    

memorial musical 
theatre             

performance and 
most potential   

vocal in the open 
category   

Noah enjoyed the views from the top of High Rigg        
Wainwright, a harder climb than anticipated. Well done   

Noah. 

Dixie from Year 4 won Star of the week for 
mastering a hand spring this week in    

gymnastics. 

Casper and his friend Jack went to see Newcastle United 
play last weekend. Unfortunately they didn't bring them 

any luck as they did not win. 

Martha in Year 5 received an award 
for her synchronised swimming this 

week! Well done Martha!  



                 Dates for Your Diary 

Tuesday 7th Oct   Year 4 assembly 9 a.m. in the school hall 
Wednesday 8th Oct      Year 5 & 6 rescheduled Curriculum Evening 4 p.m. in the classrooms 
Friday 10th Oct   Year 3 Liturgy 2.30 p.m. in the school hall 
Tuesday 14th Oct  Year 2 assembly 9 a.m. in the school hall 
Friday 17th Oct   Year 6 Liturgy 2.30 p.m. in the school hall 
Tuesday 21st Oct  Year 5 assembly 9 a.m. in the school hall 
Friday 24th Oct   Year 4 Liturgy 2.30 p.m. in the school hall 

School Holiday   Monday 27th October 2025 to Friday 31st October 2025 
Monday 10th Nov  Parents Evening  
Tuesday 11th Nov  Parents Evening  
Tuesday 11th Nov  Reception assembly 9 a.m. in the school hall 
Friday 14th Nov   Year 2 Liturgy 2.30 p.m. in the school hall 
Tuesday 18th Nov  Year 3 assembly 9 a.m. in the school hall 
Friday 21st Nov   Year 5 Liturgy 2.30 p.m. in the school hall 
Tuesday 25th Nov  Year 1 assembly 9 a.m. in the school hall 
Monday 8th Dec   Reception Nativity (p.m.) 
Tuesday 9th Dec   Keystage 1 Nativity (p.m.) 
Wednesday 10th Dec  Nursery Nativity (a.m.) 
Wednesday 10th Dec  Keystage 1 Nativity (p.m.) 
Thursday 11th Dec  Keystage 2 Performance (p.m.) 
Friday 12th Dec    Keystage 2 Performance (p.m.) 
 
 

Please note that if any of  these dates change we highlight the new date in Red.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

3rd October 2025 @stmaryandstthomasaquinas  




