
“Be thankful for the smallest blessings, and you will deserve to receive greater blessings.”   
Thomas à Kempis 

Attendance Update 
Over the next two weeks, all parents and carers will be updated with your child's attendance information. We do 
this in line with our attendance policy and to ensure you are as up to date as possible with your child's school 

attendance. Great attendance is 97% or above. 
 
 

If your child is unwell, please contact school to report the absence, every day your child is off school. Please let 
us know the name of your child, class, reason for absence and when you think they may return to school. 

Photographs  
If you wish to purchase your child’s photograph, can 
you please return the paperwork to the school office 
with the payment enclosed by Friday 17th October.  

 Scholastic Book Fair 
Th Scholastic book fair will arrive at school next 

week. Parents and children will have the opportunity 
to purchase books and to take them home straight 

away. School will receive a commission for all books 
purchased which will enable us to buy new sets of 

books for the classrooms. 
Opening times will be from Thursday to Wednesday 
8.30 a.m. until 9.00 a.m. and Thursday to Tuesday  

3.15 p.m. until 4 p.m. 
This is an ideal time to start buying stocking fillers. 

 
 
 





Attendance 
During celebration assembly on Friday, we have been celebrating whole class attendance and each week the 
class with the highest attendance will receive our Attendance Trophy, well done to Year 2 who won the trophy 
this week. 

 
Week beginning: Monday 6th October 2025 

Year group Attendance percentage 

Reception 97.78 

Year 1 94.05 

Year 2 100 

Year 3 98.32 

Year 4 98.92 

Year 5 95.34 

Year 6 97.22 

Safeguarding Reminder 
Safeguarding the children in our care is one of the school’s main responsibilities, one that St Mary and St    
Thomas Aquinas take very seriously. 
As you are already aware from previous updates, our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr Craig. You can speak 
to him by phone, make an appointment via the school office, or catch him when he’s outside greeting/saying 
goodbye to children, if you ever have a concern. We also have our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead in 
school, Mrs Bennison (Assistant Headteacher/ Year 2 class teacher and senior leader), Mrs McDonald (Year 4 
teacher) and Miss Foster (School Business Manager). 
If you are unable to speak to Mr Craig, you can speak to Mrs Bennison or any other member of staff about your 
concern (s). 
The school has an updated Safeguarding policy, that can be found on the school website, or paper copies can be 
requested from the school office. 
All staff receive annual safeguarding refresher training, as well as other training throughout the year on key      
areas, including record keeping and reporting. Our school also has a termly visit from our Safeguarding          
Consultant, who completes an audit of the school’s safeguarding and identifies any future improvements or     
training needs. 
Why do parents need to know this information? 
• To reassure you that we take keeping our children safe in school very seriously at St. Mary and St. Thomas 

Aquinas. 
• It’s good to remind parents/carers of the key members of staff, in case new parents did not know who they 

were. 
• To highlight the continual work that the school puts into keeping our children safe in school. 

Year 2 Assembly 
Children from Year 2 will be presenting their assembly to parents on Tuesday 14th October at 9.00 a.m. in the 

school hall. All are welcome to attend. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 Liturgy  

On Friday 17th October, Year 6 children will be hosting a Liturgy for their parents at 2.30 p.m. in the school 
hall followed by coffee and a chat. 

It would be lovely to see you all there. 



Macmillan Coffee Morning 
Thank you to all the parents, carers and friends of Stella for a wonderfully successful Macmillan Cancer Support 

event. Our Mini Vinnie Team, led by Mrs Bowden, along with staff from school, organised a coffee and cake 
morning to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Our grand total came to £240.43 
 



Spotlight Celebration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would love to see more achievements, works of art or an event that you are proud of.  
Please send them to hgreen@stmb.bwcet.com 

Hannah from Year 3 has completed level 2 in her acro 
class and is excited to start level 3. Well done Hannah. 

Well done to Asher who got player of the 
week last weekend at his football club.  

Mason Gray from Year 1 would like to share his 
homegrown and  harvested potato's he's been  

looking after with his Great Uncle Ian.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well done everyone. 
I wonder how many exciting achievements we 

will see in next week’s newsletter. 



                 Dates for Your Diary 

Tuesday 14th Oct  Year 2 assembly 9 a.m. in the school hall 
Friday 17th Oct   Year 6 Liturgy 2.30 p.m. in the school hall 
Tuesday 21st Oct  Year 5 assembly 9 a.m. in the school hall 
Friday 24th Oct   Year 4 Liturgy 2.30 p.m. in the school hall 

School Holiday   Monday 27th October 2025 to Friday 31st October 2025 
Monday 10th Nov  Parents Evening  
Tuesday 11th Nov  Parents Evening  
Tuesday 11th Nov  Reception assembly 9 a.m. in the school hall 
Friday 14th Nov   Year 2 Liturgy 2.30 p.m. in the school hall 
Tuesday 18th Nov  Year 3 assembly 9 a.m. in the school hall 
Friday 21st Nov   Year 5 Liturgy 2.30 p.m. in the school hall 
Tuesday 25th Nov  Year 1 assembly 9 a.m. in the school hall 
Monday 8th Dec   Reception Nativity (p.m.) 
Tuesday 9th Dec   Keystage 1 Nativity (p.m.) 
Wednesday 10th Dec  Nursery Nativity (a.m.) 
Wednesday 10th Dec  Keystage 1 Nativity (p.m.) 
Thursday 11th Dec  Keystage 2 Performance (p.m.) 
Friday 12th Dec    Keystage 2 Performance (p.m.) 
 
 

Please note that if any of  these dates change we highlight the new date in Red.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

 

 

10th October 2025 @stmaryandstthomasaquinas  


